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POLITICAL. 


The Vikrampur Patrikd, of the 1st February, says that the Mahdi ¥e«mrvsParera, 


is becoming stronger and stronger every day 
England and Egypt. in Egypt. His fame has spread from the 
Duphrates to the Persian Gulf. He is regarded as the head of Islam. The 
Fartlish took the world by surprise by defeating Arabi Pasha. But their 
teat at the present moment is what they should be ashamed of. With 
om help of the Khedive the English succeeded in crushing Arabi Pasha. . 
bat now the Khedive is in danger. He should not be deserted in his 
misfortunes. If the English abandon the Khedive their ascendancy in 
Eeypt will be destroyed, and either Russia or France will obtain the upper- 
hand in the affairs of that Pre. ae il 
9 The Som Prakash, of the 4th February, says that it is England’s 
duty to advise France to~give up her 
ambitious schemes. Prussiais eagerly look- 
‘ng out for a pretext for crushing France once more. Under these circum- 
stances Hngland should try her best to prevent a war between France and 
China. If France is worsted in the struggle, she will be trampled upon by 
the Prussians. Had England persuaded France to desist from the Franco- 
Prussian War, Paris would never have been besieged, and France would have 
heen saved from the horrors of a revolution. England should wipe 
out the stains which still stick to her for having suffered France to be 
humiliated. 


England’s duty towards France. 


Pusrtic ADMINISTRATION, 


8. The Gramvariad Prakdashikd, of the 26th January, says that there 
the courses to be adopted by the 18 nO hope of obtaining political privileges 
Indims for obtaining political pri- by feeble agitation. They will be obtained 
~_ only by firm determination, self-renunciation, 
untiring perseverance, and the unification of the different Indian races. In 
order to obtain them, the Indians will have to demand them with united 
voice, and to strike terror into the hearts of the English. Until 
Foolishmen feel that by withholding from the people political privileges 

they run the risk of disturbing the peace of the empire, they will never 
confer those privileges upon the Indians. 

4. The same paper says that no one doubts that Lord Ripon has 
Observations upon the Jurisdiction COnferred upon Englishmen the right of trial 
” by jury to save them from injustice. Buta 
better acquaintance with Indian affairs would have shown him the inex- 
pediency of such a step. He should have known from the hostile feelings 
lisplayed towards the natives by the Anglo-Indians that the conferrin 


upon Englishmen of the right of trial by their kith and kin would lead in 
any stances to a failure of justice. 


0. ‘The same paper regrets that the right of electing Chairmen has 
Observations upon the Municipal been withheld from 88 municipalities. The 


Bill. 


| Chairmen in these municipalities will be 
appointed by the Government. The Editor cannot understand why. those 
on whom the right of electing Commissioners has been conferred should 
hot also be entrusted with the right of electing Chairmen. Certain muni- 
ipalities again have obtained the right of electing Chairmen, but not of 
electing Commissioners. ‘This arrangement will not benefit the inhabitants. 

hen the municipalities are not allowed to elect Commissioners it 
matters little whether they are allowed to elect Chairmen. On some muni- 
cipalities again the right of electing Vice-Chairmen has been conferred, but 
aot that of electing Chairmen. The conferring of the first named right is 
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of little consequence as the Vice-Chairmen will be mere puppets in the 
hands of the Chairmen. 
6. The Charu Vartd, of the 28th January, says that the defeat of the 
i.e es i a the agitation about the Ibert 
should adopt for obtaining political Bill is to be attributed to the following 
privileges. causes :— 
(1) That the natives have no Branson, Britannicus, or Englishman ; 
(2) that they have not proclaimed that they will throw off their allegiance 
to England ; (3) that they have not called the Queen’s Representative o 
brute; (4) that they have not assumed, like the Assam planters, a hostile 
attitude towards the Government. The Editor exhorts the people to leave 
off begging and petitioning, to better their condition, and to show that 
they are equal in all respects to Englishmen. There are Englishmen really 
desirous of doing justice to India, but the cry of the people for justice can- 
not reach thefa on account of the selfish clamour of Anglo-Indians, 
The people fortunately have obtained Lord Ripon, but what can he do 
single-handed against odds ? — oe 
7. The same paper regrets that in spite of the safeguards provided in 
Observations upon the Municipal the Municipal Bill to prevent all possible mis- 
Bill. management, the right of electing Commis 
sioners has been withheld from certain municipalities, and that of electing 
Chairmen from certain others. Leaving the right of electing Chairmen in 
the hands of the Magistrates, and the reserving of that nght to Government 
itself, amount to the same thing. The people will not be really benefited 
until they obtain the right of electing natives as Chairmen. 
8. The same paper says that few realise the amount of evil that 
Rewone assist confening upon Will be done by conferring upon ryots the 
ryots the right of transferring the right of transferrmg the occupancy right. 
occupancy right. To confer this right upon the ryots is an 
arrangement which will simply make them miserable. It will enable the 
money-lenders to recover the sums lent by them to the ryots by forcing them 
to sell their occupancy right. This will compel the ryots to leave their 
holdings, or to rent the land on disadvantageous terms from the purchaser of 
the occupancy right. The arrangement will increase litigation, and thereby 
impoverish the peasantry. 
9. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 29th January, thanks Babu Kristodas 


ek oO 2 . : e 
Lord Ripon’s administration. Pal for hav mgs from the first, Siven expression 


to the views of the people on the Ilbert Bill. 
Had he acted otherwise, the modified Ilbert Bill would have been passed in 


the Council without a single word of protest. The Editor says that Lord 
Ripon has promised to consider about the propriety of granting the natives the 
right of trial by jury on a more extensive scale; but the people are not likely 
to benefit by his promise, as there are reasons to believe that he will leave 
the country before the expiration of his term of service. The Hditor 
condemns the action of the Town Hall meeting, which did not venture to 
enter an indignant protest against the withdrawal of the Ilbert Bill for 
fear of embarrassing Lord Ripon. 
10. The same paper, in an article headed ‘The lessons learnt by 
The lessons leant by India from Lndia,” says that India has learnt that the 
the agitation about the Ubert Bill. object of the British Government is not to 
benefit the people, but to maintain the prestige of Englishmen. If the 
people can be benefited without injuring the interests of Englishmen, 
the Government is ready to benefit them; otherwise not. The people 
have further learnt that the Government exists only for governing the natives. 
It has no real control over Englishmen. They have also learnt that the Vice- 
roys wlio come to India with noble intentions and desire of doing justice lose 
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neh of their noble disposition after their arrival, and that even if they are 
> ‘nate enough to maintain their original character, they do not 
" ‘ure to give full effect to their noble intentions. The conduct of 
bord Ripon has filled the hearts of the people with distrust of the 
British Government. Those who thought only three months ago that 
ynder the shadow of British power the Indians would become a great 
nation by the abolition of all race distinctions have now come to 
orceive that that expectation was only a delusion. The people have also 
jegrot that Anglo-Indians are not friendly to them, and that the attempts 
of the natives who foolishly seek to be included among Englishmen by 
putting on English dress and keeping aloof from their countrymen will not 


11. The same paper complains me my the maximum limit of age 

. ai .. im case of candidates for the Civil Service 

Pie ee die for the Civil Service Examination was fixed at 19 years, it has 

Esamination. become almost impossible for Indian youths 

to compete for admission into that service. This unnecessary lowering of 

the limit of age deliberately made, according to the Editor, to practically 

exclude the Indians from the service, is causing injury to India in many 
says. Lord Ripon should turn his attention to the matter. 


12. The same paper says that it cannot decide whether it should 


tion Report. 


praise or blame the Lieutenant-Governor for 
Government Resolution on the Educa- hjg expression of dissatisfaction at the unsatis- 
factory manner in whieh Mr. Bellett has 
done his work, and that of regret at the retirement of Babu Bhudeb Mukerjea 
of whom he speaks highly.. Mr. Bellett’s only qualification for the high 
ofice which he holds is his white skin, while Bhudeb for his dark skin had 
to retire. Government must have by this time perceived that it is not 
very necessary to maintain an expensive college, like the Presidency College 
in Calcutta, where there are many colleges where students can be taught 
ata lesser cost. The Editor advises the Lieutenant-Governor not to 
adopt unnecessarily severe measures against the students. A hasty adoption 
of such measures after his siding with the Anglo-Indiansin the matter of 
the Ibert Bill will arouse many suspicions in the minds of the’ people. 


13. The same paper asks Lord Ripon to abolish the system of 
Tho reforms that Lord Ripon Charging court fees, to extend railways, to 
‘would introduce for the benefit of repeal the Arms Act, to introduce the self- 


ndia. 1 . 
government scheme on a more. extensive 


scale, to remodel the provincial councils, and to make reductions in 
expenditure. | 


14, The same paper says that the inhabitants of Mymensingh 

are suffering much from scarcity of water. 
: There is no tank in the Bengali quarter of the 
se which can supply the people with drinking-water. The Brahmaputra has 
at up and receded far from Mymensingh. Relief is not to be looked for 
rom the local municipality, as it is better acquainted with the mode of 
‘ying rates than with that of spending them in the right way. Moreover, the 
pimotpality has not much money at present at its disposal. The people 
“< up to Rajah Surjakanta for help who, it is hoped, will put an end 
0 their sufferings on account of scarcity of water. 


Scarcity of water at Mymensingh. 


15. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 29th January, asks Lord Ripon 
the Civil 


- to make arrangements for holdin 


Civil Service Examination. 


Service Examination in India also for the 
benefit of Indian candidates, and to raise the 
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maximum limit of age from 19 to 21. The Editor further asks Goverp. 
ment to select for the Native Civil Service persons who possess education and 
ability, and not those whose only claim to be admitted into that service j, 
that they are of good birth and are recommended by influential persons, 
16. The same paper dislikes the provision of the Municipal Bi) 
Observations upon the Municipal Which refers to the election of the Magis. 
Bill. trate as Chairman by the Municipal Commis. 
sioners. On account of this provision Commissioners will, in many instances 
elect the Magistrate as Chairman in order to please him. The Edito 
thinks that Magistrates should have been by law incapacitated for holding 
the office of Chairman in municipalities. If they are elected Chairmen, 
the people will not be much benefited by the Municipal Bull. 
17. The same paper says that the agitation about the Ibert Bil 
The lesson learnt by the people from has taught the people many lessons and 
the agitation about the Ibert Bill. removed many errors. The abuses poured 
by Anglo-Indians on the devoted heads of the natives have prepared 
the way for the unification of the Indian races. The people have also 
learnt the importance of political agitation, which has disclosed the true 
character of Anglo-Indians and their real feelings towards the natives. 
Many a wolf in sheep’s clothing has been unmasked. The erroneovys 
belief of the people that the Englishman and the native are equal in 
the eye of the law has disappeared. The agitation has awakened the 
slumbering Indians. 
18. ‘The same paper complains that there is no native member in the 
Complaint that there is no native Wxecutive Council of the Governor-General 
member in the Execative Council. to support the cause of the people and to 
represent their views. The Government is ruling two hundred and fifty 
millions of natives, and yet there is not a single native member in the Exe- 
cutive Council. 
19. The Dainik Varta, of the 30th January, passes the following judg- 
A judgment upon Mr. Thompson's ment upon Mr. Rivers Thompson’s adminis- 
administration. tration :—The expectation that Mr. Thomp- 
son is retiring has filled the hearts of the people of Bengal with 
joy. They are trying to form some conception in their hearts of 
the sort.of Governor Mr. Bernard will turn out. We also wish for 
Mr. Thompson’s retirement. No ruler of Bengal ever displayed -such 
want of sympathy with the people as he has displayed. His chief 
fault is that he is not just and of an independent mind. In his actions 
there are evident traces of those faults, which always accompany a weak 
and cowardly mind. On his elevation to the throne of Bengal, he thought 
that the glory of England would be diminished if Bengalis were not ruled 
like slaves. It is this feeling which made him the chief opponent of the 
Ilbert Bill. He became a mere puppet in the hands of Anglo-Indians. 
He went to Darjeeling and returned from Darjeeling. Anglo-Indians in a 
body welcomed him with great enthusiasm, and the volunteers showed him 
great respect. He then felt that Lord Ripon’s image was going to be 
pulled down, and his own set up in its place to be worshipped by Anglo- 
Indians. He thought that he could never have obtained this much- 
coveted honour by looking to the interests of Bengalis and supporting 
the Ibert Bill. On his elevation to the throne of Bengal, and on obtaining 
the leadership of Anglo-Indians, he thought that Lord Ripon was nothing 
and he everything; it was not of the slightest consequence to him if 
everyone showed disrespect to Lord Ripon. He left Lord Ripon to suffer 
for his own acts. In truth, everyone among Anglo-Indians, from the Editor 
of the £uglishman newspaper down to the meanest Englishman, grossly 
insulted Lord Ripon and showed him the utmost disrespect without a single 
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ord or act by way of reproof from Mr. Thompson. Afterwards when the 
W 


d to show respect to Lord Ripon, Mr. Thompson was not 

eoesiee” Thea beritg Calcutta “her Darjeeling, to allow those persons to 
ecompany him to the railway-station. Subsequently, at the dinner given to 
Teoneans on the occasion of the installation of the Maharajah of Cooch 
ae Mr. Thompson remained calmly seated when the toast proposed in 
eon of Lord Ripon was received with hisses, and cries of “No! No!” 
by certain Europeans present at the dinner. His Honor did not show the 
lichtest displeasure at this gross insult to Lord Ripon, but ate his dinner 
sh an air of much consequence. This is not the last instance of Mr. Thomp- 
on’s noble-mindedness: there are many others. Mr. Furrell, the late 
Editor of the Lnglishman, not satisfied with punishing the evil deeds of Lord 
Ripon and Bengalis by exhausting the vituperative resources of the 
English tongue, had recourse to other foul means for punishing Bengalis. 
Had the Editor not received undue indulgence from Mr. Thompson, he would 
never have ventured upon such a course. Rashness like this, in the Editor of 
a newspaper, is quite strange. Still Mr. Furrell did not hesitate to shew it. 
He wrote to his puppet Thompson to this effect:—‘‘ There are indications 
of another mutiny; it would not be an easy task to save the Empire this time. 
The police should be armed, and should have military powers. This should 
he done without the slightest delay.” He was not satisfied even with this, 
but also wrote to the Commissioner of Police requesting him to make the 
same prayer. Mr. Thompson did not utter a single word of reproof at 
this conduct. Mr. Furrell could never have gone away without receiving a 
proper lesson during the administration of Mr. Eden, Temple, or Campbell. 
A more worthless and thoughtless character than is presented by a Governor 
tho looks to the interests of one class alone, and walks pompously like the 
kingin a play, can hardly be conceived.. A more worthless and weak-minded 
Goremor than Mr. Thompson has never ruled Bengal. For these reasons every 
Bengali has been delighted at the prospect of his departure from the country. 
We think he should have done better in leaving the country for good instead 
of departing from it on leave. We cannot tell what sort of Governor 
Mr. Bernard will turn out. But this much can be said of him that he possesses 
afirm and an independent mind. There are reasons to believe that he will 
be able to maintain the dignity of his position. His another qualification is 
that he can despatch business quickly and work very hard. He was the right 
hand of Sir George Campbell when the latter was Lieutenant-Governor. 
Mr. Bernard imitated Sir George Campbell in everything. He is fearless and 
industrious like that Governor and is his disciple. We hope to see 
as, Rarnced an image of his teacher when he comes here as the ruler of 

engal. 

20. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 30th January, says that the Indians 
Political agitation the only means Can obtain redress of grievances by either of 
~suning redress of grievances. the following two means:—(1l) By entire 
dependence upon the mercy of the officials; or (2) by political agitation. 
The latter course is to be preferred. It cannot be reasonably hoped that 
there will be many noble officials here who will redress the grievances of 
the people of their own accord. But the people are sure to succeed if they 
persist 1n making widespread political agitation. 

21. The same paper says that the English are known as a nation 
of shop-keepers. They have converted 
ati pear of ee a ace bend can only 

odtained by the payment of money. He only, who can pay the sum of 
s. 150, can expect 2 recover a jal vt Rs. 400 by litigation. / 

22. The Sahachar, of the 830th January, says that the natives are 

gainers by the passing of the Jurisdiction 

Bill. The Tories are opponents of the Bill 
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ord Ripon passed the Bill in its original form, the Tories, when jp 
won cag would Luvs tepeaiel it as the Vernacular Press Act has been repealed 
The Viceroy has really done well by passing the Bill in a form acceptable 
to all. The people did not get what they wanted. Kuropean offenders 
will be pronounced “ not guilty” by European juries; 80 an amendment yjj} 
soon become necessary. But no ministry will ever venture to take away 
a right which has been once conferred. In the next conflict, the European 
civilians are sure to side with the people. Still one thing 18 necessary, 
Thanks to Heaven there has grown a spirit of unity among the people, 
Europeans occupying different positions are all opposed to the political 
advancement of the people. Sa the people should not stop till they have 
obtained representative institutions in the country. With the establishment 
of representative Government, the ascendancy of a particular class will come 


to an end. ? 
BamAcHAR, 93. The same paper is sorry that the Lieutenant-Governor has a 
ee The resolution on the report of the nothing to say this year about the defects of 


Education Department. the system followed by the Education Depart. 
ment in this country. For his remarks on these His Honor has referred 
to his resolution of the previous year. ‘lhe machinery for the spread of 
education in Bengal is defective in many ways. His Honor admitted this 
in his last year’s resolution. But nothing was done to remove these 
defects during the year under report. When the artist 1s a competent man, 


and is endowed with perseverance, he never leaves anything he takes in hand Ds 

until it is complete in all its parts. The people of Bengal have not yet seen : 

anything that can show what sort of workman their Lieutenant-Governor is. n 

Samacuan. 24. The same paper is glad to hear that Mr. Bernard will act as . 
ie Seni Lieutenant-Governor during the absence of - 


Mr. Thompson on leave. Mr. Bernard is at 
once a persevering, an energetic, and a justman. He wasa worthy Secretary 
toa worthy Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, that is, Sir George Campbell. 
He did excellent service during the famine, and knows the condition of the 
different districts of Bengal thoroughly. Lord Ripon has made an excellent 
selection. ‘The people expect much from Mr. Bernard. 

SamAcHAR, 25. The same paper says that, in spite of what the Lieutenant- 
a Governor says to the contrary, there is great 


scarcily of food-grains in the mofussil. Lord 
Northbrook was of opinion that 4 rupees a maund should be considered the 


famine price of rice. ‘The price of rice used by the middle class people 
in Calcutta has already reached that figure. The indifference of Govern- 
ment seems to be inexplicable. 
somacnan, 26. ‘The same paper contains a poem in which Mr. Thompson is 
re described as a pious Christian, who, Bible in 


sie hand, has sought to place natives in a position 
of difficulty. THe is a friend of the indigo andthe tea planters, but resents 


the epithet of tea-planter. He professes to be a good Christian, but heis 
that only when Europeans are concerned. He thinks that all natives are 
budmashes, and that all European Magistrates are good men. Natives will 
not be made Magistrates so long as Mr. Thompson remains here. The 
Volunteers honoured him ond _ attacked Tord Ripon. They escorted 
Mr. Thompson to Howrah. All European budmashes praised him—wmen 
who play nawabs before the people of India, but are washermen at home. 


Go home Mr. Thompson. Do not come back to India. You have been 
a good (?) Governor, but you have been found out. 


er JQ 


deh at heed be “7. The Tripurd Vartdcaha, of the 81st January, says that more 
Jah. viet, dds. ; 
nae Oa money should be spent, and more atten- 
. () 1¢ ’ > - ) . ° 
ee eueanion Separt- tion given to female education and mass 


education than is done at the present day. 
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me paper has an article in' which the writer 
ee Mr. Ilbert with Mr. Thompson. We give 
Mr, IIbert and Mr. Thompson below a translation of a portion of the 


article :— 


The heart of the high-minded Mr. Iibert is full of liberal principles, and 
the heart of Mr. Thompson 1s full of conservative selfishness. Whatever. is 
likely to lead to the future prosperity of India, whatever 1s true, and whatever 
'; just, find a place in the magnanimous heart, of Mr. Ilbert, and whatever is 
~onducive to the interests of the Anglo-Indians—the enemies of India—and 
whatever is injurious to the people of India, become at once the aim of the 


policy of the ruler of Bengal. 


What pure-hearted son of India can give Mr. Thompson a seat in 
his heart after what he has said on the Criminal Procedure Code Amendment 
pill—the outcome of the liberal policy of Mr. Ilbert? What inhabitant of 
Bengal will shew himself ready to worship Mr. Thompson as a benign ruler P 
Rut—God knows—there may be persons like Siva Prasad who are 
enemies to the fatherland and are eager for receiving favours. ; But we do 
not count them either as belonging to our country or to our nation. 


Of course we were struck dumb from the very beginning at the conduct 
of our _Lieutenant-Governor. But when we read his resolution on the 
Dacca student’s case and his remarks on the Ibert Bill, we tore out the last 
link of the chain of hope, expectation, and regard which bound us to him 
fom our heart; and we are now anxiously looking forward for the 
auspicious day of his departure. We are desiring every moment. with 


expectant hearts the end of his rule. 


99, The Medini, of the 3lst January, notices that the tenants of the 
Khas Mehals have been obliged to pay their 
arrears of rent for the last few years atan en- 
hanced rate, and that this has reduced them to poverty. But at this time they 
are being greatly harassed by the operation of the Certificate Act. The tenants, 
nolonger able to bear all sorts of hardship, have sent a memorial to the Govern- 
ment of India, praying that process be not issued against them until the 
objections raised by them are disposed of. It is a matter of great regret that 
the people are obliged to go up to the Governor-General, while Mr. Wilson, 
the Magistrate who has the reputation of being a wise and kind-hearted 
ruler, could easily have set things right. The notices served on the tenants 
vive them 80 days’ time, but their properties are attached immediately after 
the service of these notices. This is in fact inexplicable. The tenants have 
not signed the new jummabundi, and no competent court has pronounced the 
enhanced rate as fair and equitable. Under such circumstances, the reason 
of harassing the tenants does not appear very plain. The Collector must 
admit that when the rate has been increased from Rs. 2, Rs. 3 or Rs. 5, to Rs. 15 
to Rs, 128 per bigha, the enhancement is oppressive, and the mode of realising 
this oppressive rate of rent is unworthy of acivilized Government. The hold- 
ings of many of these tenants were put up to auction and sold for a rupee only 
before the Collector, and as there was no other purchaser, the Government 
bad itself to buy them. This ought to convince the Collector that the 
rate has been unduly enhanced. | 


30. The Vikrampur Patrikd, of the 31st January, observes that Lord 
Ripon has not been indifferent to the rights of 
the natives. By peony the Jurisdiction Act 
be has given with an open hand what the natives of this country wanted, 
and at the same time he has conceded to the Anglo-Indians what they 
‘onsidered ag their birthright. Now it is a matter for consideration which 
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e gifts is likely to be permanent. The right granted , 
oto will never slip. from their hands, while the nght conceded ts 
Anglo-Indians will be lost to them if they make any bad use of it. Lor 
Ripon honestly thought of granting the right of trying Europeans 4, 
natives; but when Anglo-Indians set a huge agitation on foot, he gare 
them the jury system. The working of the jury system will result jp 
failure of justice, and the larger the number of failures, the weaker yjj 
become the cause of Anglo-Indians. 


Vixaurcn PaTnixa, 81. The same paper compares the discipline of old class students 
Jan. Slat, 1884. of indigenous colleges of Sanskrit learning 


nemo or ¢ols with that of the students of moder 
schools and colleges, and says that the students of the present time ar 
morally much superior to the students of ancient days. 
Roxorons Dix 32, The Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 31st January, says that all the 
Jan. Biet, 1006 cil hopes and expectations of India have come to 
on anend. The promises of the Liberal party 
have come to naught. The determination of Lord Ripon has gone for nothing, 
and the Proclamation of the Queen has proved useless. The rights of 25 
millions of people are sacrificed to the interest of 40 thousand Europeans, 
The people would have considered it a thousand times better if the Ibert Bill 
had not passed in its present form. The boldness of Anglo-Indians will be 
increased ; justice will never be done to European criminals. The rupture 
of spleen will be an epidemic disease, and the new Minister, Mr. Colvin, will 
be satisfied. i by 
Rosorons Dix 33. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Mahiganj, Says 
i that gambling with three cards is prevalent 
at Rungpore. The police do not take any 
steps to put a stop to this growing evil. 
Kuxorons Dre 34. The head pundit of Baraibari Kuthi School, writing to the same 
egos paper, says that cases of theft are very numer- 
ous in the part of the country in which he 
lives. On the 14th of Magh Rs. 28-9 were stolen from under the 
pundit’s own bed. He complains that until steps are taken for the speedy 
suppression of this evil it will be difficult for the people to preserve their 
roperty. 
pussar Mires, 35, The Bharat Mitra, of the 31st January, says that the English 
ee i ed oe will never pay any attention to the cries of 


the people of India. Justice and good 
government cannot be expected from them. The Maharajah of Durbhunga 


asked for the natives the right of trial by jury. But the Viceroy asked him 
not to press that point for the present. The English will have a merry time 
of it: they will kill natives, and attribute their deaths to the rupture of 
spleen. 


Banas Baxono, 36. The Behar Bandhu, of the 3ist January,is glad to hear that 


Jan. Slst, 1*84. * ° 
Mr. Thompson. Mr. Thompson 1S gOoInNg away. ‘When he was 


, first appointed Lieutenant-Governor, people 
were very sanguine that he would make an excellent ruler, but his subse- 


quent conduct made them think differently of him. Mr. Bernard is named 
as his probable successor. But, says the writer, Sir Steuart Bayley would 
have been a better man, for he officiated for some time as the Jieutenant- 
Governor of Bengal. 
d7. The Pratikdr, of the lst February, says that there was recently 3 
Charges against Mr. Kirkwood, the parade of the peons before Mr. Kirkwood, the 
o Uae’ % Saeempors. District Judge of Berhampore. Thirty of 
these poor people have been dismissed. Mr. Kirkwood is now intent 
upon the dismissal of many amlah. Orders have already been Pp 
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for the dismissal of some of them. His treatment of the witnesses 1s such 
that it is feared that men will not now easily be pursuaded to give evidence. 
The witnesses are driven like cattle by the peons, and then confined in a 
-oom. The allowances for the witnesses’ food, &c., have been made so heavy 
that many will not be able now to bring witnesses to court. Nor 18 Mr. 
Kirkwood’s treatment of the pleaders at all satisfactory. He uses dis- 
respectful and harsh words towards them, which aman of his education and 
in his position should never use. 


93, The same paper says that the efforts of Mr. Mosley this year 
| Mosley towards the revival of the extinct silk industry 
Praiseworthy efforts of Mr. Mosley 
for the revival of the silk industry of of Berhampore have entitled him to the grati- 
—" tude of the people of this district. 


39, The same paper says that, now that Mr. Thompson is going home 
Observaticns upon Mr. Thompson's on leave, it is not a fit time for passing a 
departure on leave. judgment upon his administration. Mr. 
Thompson is diseased in body and mind. The fire of remorse must now be 
burning in his heart for his having shewn unjust partiality towards the 
civilians and injustice towards the natives. 


40. The same paper says that the editors resent the more the stopping 
of the publication of the translations of the 
vernacular papers as they and the District 
Magistrates were formerly furnished with a copy of these translations. As 
the Government had once given them the right of perusing them, and as 


Translation of vernacular papers. 


the people have learnt their importance, Government should no longer keep — 


these translations secret, but should sell them to the public at an appropriate 
price like the official gazettes. 


41. The same paper complains that the Government has not made 
Supply of official papers to vena. 00d its promise of furnishing the editors 


oe aewepapers of vernacular papers with important official 
publications. . 


42. The same paper says that Government will lay the people underl 

The Municipal Bill, deep obligation by passing the Municipal Bill 
, i now pending before the Bengal Legislative 
Council. The Bill is beyond the people’s expectations. The statement of 
Mr. Beverley, that the inhabitants of City Moorshedabad do not want the 
elective system, is without foundation. The Municipal Commissioners may 


have said so for fear of offending Mr. Beames, but the people are eager 
for the introduction of the elective system. ) 


43. The same paper says that the Ibert Bill has taught the Indians 

The Ibert Bill. the important mes o the real ruler of this 

, country is not the Queen of England or 
curliament, but Anglo-Indians. They can frustrate, if they aa. the 
“ ® Intentions of the Queen and Parliament. The paper says that Lord 
apd. to blame for the withdrawal of the Ilbert Bill. The constitu- 
7 the Government is to blame for this. The people of India would never 
naa een thus pained and insulted had not the majority of the members of 
© Legislative Council been in favour of Anglo-Indians and Eurasians. 


he sad fate of the Ilbert Bill has doubtlessly laid the natives at the . 


mercy of the Anglo-Indians and the Eurasians. 


44. The Uchit Baktd, of the 2nd February, says that the English will 


The Jurisdiction Act have a very merry time of it now that the Ilbert 
Se eee Billhas become law. The Defence Association 
laughing Ord ‘upon into doing what they liked best. The whole world is 

stung at the display of weakness by the rulers of India. The Bill has 
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been passed ina form very different from that in which it was introduced, 
Whatever the officials do in India is accepted by the people, but why do _ 
they attempt to do things which they have no power to do? The people 
are very sorry to find the Government so weak as to pass the Bill in cop. 
sultation with the Defence Association. The Government will never ip 
future be able to pass any measure which the Defence Association may 
sail 
inl | The same paper notices that five fakirs have been sentenced to 
imprisonment for two weeks by Mr. Hendersop 
Mr. Henderson. as vagrants. The cause of sending these peo. 
ple to jail does not appear very plain to the writer. They were poor men, 
They supported themselves by begging. They nevercommitted theft. Why, 
then, should they be sent to jail? O! what an administrator of justice this 
Mr. Henderson is!!! 7 
46. The same paper says that Lord Ripon will do well to appoint 
the son of Sir Salar Jung Dewan to the 
a setae Nizam’s State, if that young man possesses 
the necessary qualifications. 

: : 47. The  Sangbad Purnachandrodaya, 
the ‘as Coat Pen / aaa of the 2nd February, condemns the practice 
their decisions when these are appealed of the J udges onthe Original Side of the High 
poten Court of correcting their decisions when these 


are appealed against. 


48. The Sangbad Prabhakar, of the 2nd February, is sorry that 
Observations upon the departure on Mr. Thompson has been forced to take six 
leave of Mr. Thompson. months’ leave in order that he may go home to 
recover his health. The paper says that it bears no ill-will to Mr. Thomp- 
gon as a private individual, though it has often been forced to harshly criticize 
his public measures. The Editor prays that Mr. Thompson may soon recover 


his health. 


49. The same paper, of the 4ih February, says that everyone knows 
~that Lord Ripon’s noble intentions remain 
unchanged, and that he could not give full 
effect to them on account of the opposition of the civilians. The failure of 
an enthusiastic lover of justice like Lord Ripon in his attempt to do Justice 
to the people has filled the hearts of the people with despair. The paper also 
says that if Lord Ripon really desires to grant the natives an extension of 
the system of trial by jury, and to divest executive officers of judicial authority, 
heshould introduce those reforms without delay. 


50. The Bangabdsi, of the 2nd February, remarks that the appoint- 
Sainte it Gs ceo ao ent of Pundit Krisna Kamal Bhattacharya 
Pandit Krisna | Kamal Bhattacharjya as the Tagore Law Lecturer for the ensuing 
en at ee year is the appointment of the right man 


Trial by jury. 


in the right place. 


51. The same paper says that the rate-payers of the Suburbs are 
_ The rate-payers of the Suburban Muni- perfectly justified in remonstrating against 
cagemy Sat Oe. Sharetele. Mr. Macaulay’s proposal for bestowing 3 
pension or allowance upon Mr. Sterndale, the Vice-Chairman of the Suburban 
Municipality. Mr. Macaulay has perhaps been led to take this step on clearly 
perceiving that there is not the slightest chance of Mr. Sterndale’s retaining 
his post when the Commissioners will obtain, under the new Municipal Act, 
the right of electing their Chairman. Mr. Sterndale has disgusted the people. 
He does not care at all for the Commissioners. The Government has 2° 
right to force the rate-payers to pay a pension or gratuity to such a mab 
When even the members of the Bengal Council are not free from the diseasé 
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of favouritism, 1b would be expecting too much to expect better conduct 
from inferior officials. 

59 The same paper makes the following observations upon the 

rumour that Lord Ripon will soon resign his 
Oberrstons OP [ss viceroyalty:—‘‘ Why does the Hnglshman 
garding again give us such dire news? ‘Lord 
Ripon will not stay in this country more than three months after his return 
om Hyderabad. We cannot believe in such bad news. We have said 
before, and we say now, that we can by no means part with Lord Ripon so 
«one How shall we suffer him to depart through unshaken confidence in 
hom alone we have not uttered a single word of complaint at the disas- 
trous fate of the Ilbert Bill ?” 

73 The same paper says that, as there has been a complete change 
of the text-books for the First Arts Examina- 
tion, most of the plucked students will not 
: be able to pass in the next year’s examination 
‘1 the new text-books. The Editor, therefore, recommends that plucked 
students may be allowed to be examined in the old text-books next year. 

54, The same paper makes the following observations upon Mr. Rivers 
Thompson’s administration :—Mr. Thompson 
4 ns ee of Bengal, has 

aken six months’ leave. Probably he will 
id “ pogiens oo se pees Mr. Bernard, the Chief. Commis- 
ong boll re ig te > e for - during his absence. Mr. Thompson 
oe” inc ane a , pon s. Itis said that he had a cancer in 
ewe oe e him pale _ lean. He was confined to the 
oe nol seats _ rise and sit. Many believe that 
the duties of Pitesti aca ‘ Wh nM eh Boe 
young man he came to serve in Indi AL ° tr, Net a 
and filling other posts, he obtained at | Se er 
af Lieutenant-Grovernor He be the G seem of Wd on ae ta 
Husakh 1980, Bonael Boned ey? J : overnor of Bengal on the 12th of 
s tempestuous, ‘and dangerous shababbihes of “Sir Avhler _. a 
thought t : seh 
- solemn ps pes es gently mee over Bengal ; that the spotless 
van. Our alabens remain f ill i tence el ag 
ee eee eee — . , our hopes have been disappointed ; 
gh oll pt ag gy © y the slow fire of disappointment. When 
the ela es —— — be the Lieutenant-Governor, his 
ca ee to eens preiet ves. Baboo Kristodas Pal opposed the 
re TB com. 2 aw — oe his knowledge and belief. 
arstodas as if he were a i ‘The vad re disho ms " 
aie M . 70 ishonest and dis- 
“ a... mronper ioe Bet of pious, Christian, and aged Mr. Thompson. 
ristodas, but the true character of Mr. Thom 
came revealed to the public. The love f ‘ Tigges ce 
oo ee oe yr ; Z e love for one’s countrymen is a sacred 
Fe teh uc til ce " ” . to judge how far justifiable it is to rob 
ea eat leah Pack ri ; . on s kith and kin. When the post of 
| Pilger a. Bie ra # of Calcutta fell vacant, Baboo Beharilal 
Aris Sete a gr it on all considerations of justice and law. 
saath ae —— gb “9 t teas Sage and appointed to the post a white 
9 bend ga -- 4 “ r. Chandra, a Professor in the Medical 
ye, Ateedhid : ng and, the place was not offered to a Bengali, but 
meckiy. The tl engalis can suffer everything: this, too, they suffered 
a ry is onthe verge of ruin on account of the curse of 
' owns and villagesthe number of drunkards is increasing 
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day by day : even the boys have taken to drinking, yet Mr. Thompson wil] pay 
no regard to it ; will listen to no representation on the subject. He distinctly 
said in the annual Administration Report :—“ People say that the inhabitant, 
are now drinking more on account of the outstill system, but they are mi. 
taken : the increxse of the people’s wealth has led to the increased sale of 
wine.” Bravo, Mr. Thompson! Under this man, again, date-jnice became 
included among intoxicating liquors. The drink which is used by the men, 
women, and children of Bengal, which may be offered to the gods, which was 
atated by the native members of the Bengal Council to be a sacred and harm. 
less drink, was included by Mr. Thompson among intoxicating liquors. What 
can be more mvsterious than this? For this reason we say again, bravo, Mr 
Thompson ! We have nothing more to say on the subject. ‘This much shal 
we say, that Mr. Thompson, after being appointed ruler of the seventy millions 
of people in Bengal, never looked to their interests, never listened to their cries 
of distress ; but girt up his loins to oppose the Ibert Bill and never particularly 
attempted even for one day to check the unruly Magistrates. Messrs. Beames, 
Westmacott, and Rattray are his favourites. Hven the cruel whipping and 
imprisonment of the Dacca students of tender age was considered by him 
as supremely just. We greatly doubt whether a ruler, who thus lacerates 
the hearts of his subjects, and disregards their opinion, is worthy of the 
name of ruler. Mr. Bernard is now going to be ourruler. He is noy 
going to be the arbitrator of the fate of seventv millions of people. We 
fervently pray to God that he may not turn out a second Thompson. 

55. Thesame paper, in an article headed “The lessons that we 
have learned from the Ibert Bill,” remarks 
that the people of India ought never to for. 
get the lessons that they have learned from the 
agitation about the Ilbert Bill. The Editor implores them never to forget that 
the policy of the Government is noi to pay due regard to justice, but to support, 
by fair means or foul, the cause of Englishmen. India was not conquered’by 
the English by fair means. Nor was it conquered for the benefit of the 
Indians. India is subject to-day to the brute force of the English, and it is not 
to be wondered at that they should want to govern it by the same means. 
The only surprising thing is that the people are deceived from time to time by 
their sweet words. The love for one’s countrymen so nobly displayed on the 
occasion of the agitation should be imitated by the Indians. If the people 
have learned but a fraction of the love for one’s countrymen displayed by the 
English during the agitation, they have learnt a very important lesson. 
That a sense of duty and prospect of high posts cannot shake this love 
has been sufficiently proved by the action of the Lieutenant-Governor and 
the Judges of the High Court. The co-operation of the Bengal zemindars 
with Anglo-Indians, who detest their countrymen, afforded a striking 
contrast to the above example. The Indians have not yet learned self- 
respect: how can they hope then to te honoured by the Government? The 
Indians should learn another lesson from this agitation. Anglo-Indians 
on perceiving that agitation in India would be fruitless, commenced agitation 
in England and succeeded thereby in obtaining the withdrawal of the Lbert 
Bill. The Indians, if they want to succeed, should appeal to the public 
opinion of England, which is powerful enough to dethrone powerful 
ministers like Beaconsfield and Gladstone. 

06. The same paper, in an article headed ‘The origin of pathsalas, 


Observations upon pathsalas. says that as early as 1855 Government 


) perceived that a mere elementary education 
is sufficient for the mass of the people, and its efforts have since beet 


directed to the establishment of schools where the masses could receive 
such an elementary educaiion. But no peasant’s son has yet been educated 


The lessons learnt from the IIbert 
Bill agitation. 
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cols. Most of the pathsalas established in 1855 in 
. a oe the circle system were established in quarters where the 
ree classes dwelt, and it was their children who formed the majority of the 
es ‘1g attending those schools. Things were not much improved by the 
08 introduced by -Baboo Bhudeb Mookerjea. It was arranged that 
ihe ‘nhabitants of a locality should enter into a written agreement 
with the guru mahashaya to the effect that, should he pass the 
Normal School Examination, they would establish a pathsala and pro- 
vide for hima monthly income of Re. 5. Three hundred and seventy- 
seven new pathsalas were established under this system, but the former 
complaint was not removed—the children of the poor had no access 
to these schools. Want of funds prevented any extensive efforts for 
the spread of mass education. Sir George Campbell, disgusted with the 
unsatisfactory state of mass education, made a grant of four lakhs of rupees 
for that purpose alone. Sir George Campbell wanted to establish pathsalas 
where the children of the poor could be taught at small cost. He said that 
the Government grant-in-aid to any school should never exceed Rs. 5, and 
that generally a grant of two or three rupees would be sufficient. A sufficient 
number of pathsalas cannot be maintained with the allowance made by the 
Government for that purpose. This-has led to the establishmeat of the 
system of rewarding gurus according to the result of their pupils’ 
examination. 


57. A correspondent of the same paper draws the attention of the 

public to the oppression of the Mymensingh 

vite oppression of the ryote of ryots by the zemindars. The lands which 
Mymensingh by the zemindars. ; : 

formerly paid arent of Rs 2 have now to pay 


arent of Rs. 4. The ryots are not allowed to remain unmolested even after - 


paying this enhanced rate. ‘They are made to pay, on various pleas, 2 or 3 
annas in the rupee. ‘They are unable to pay this heavy rent, together with 
other charges and the interest which is charged when they are unable to 
pay the rent in due time. For these reasons they have stopped payment. 


58. Another correspondent of the same paper complains that the 

: papers on mensuration and zemindari-mahajani 

2 primary scholarship examination were, in the last primary scholarship examina- 

: tion in the district of Bankoora, very difficult. 

The examiner in zemindari accounts did not take the trouble to turn over 
the pages of the book in which he examined the boys. 


59. A correspondent of the same paper says that, about three or four 
years ago, the Local Government asked for 
magYGrment and the holders of brah- returns from every proprietor of brahmatar 
ct lands showing the area of such lands and their 
income. The Government has now exacted at the close of the last year the 
Road Cess and Public Works Cess for the preceding three years, together 
with an interest of 12 per cent. per annum. The writer says that the 
Government should have realized the cess for the three years annually if 
they had any intention of charging cess for those years, and should not 
charge any interest. 


60. The Sanjivani, of the 2nd February, is glad to learn that many 
Observations upon the result of the Persons in Behar came to give evidence of 
yictill Commission’s enquiries in their own accord before the Excise Commis- 
| sion. They all testified to the great injury 
done by the outstill system. The evidence of officials themselves clearly 


showed that such is the case. Is Mr. Thompson still in favour of the 
outstill system ? ss 


BaNGaBas!, 
Feb. 2nd, 1884. 


BanGaBasi. 


BayGaBasi. 


Sansivasy, 
Feb. 2nd, 1884. 


a. ° 
. a 
hi 
f 
; 


ai Ke : ate ia be ae areg on : 
pe P Pahang 0 Gage nc it ounpted he Sirois 


Samstvast, 
Feb. 2nd, 1884. 


BawsivaByi. 


Sawsivanl. 


BaNJIVAR!. 


( 152 ) 


_ he Editor of the same paper blushes to record that Mr. Macau) 
ne intends to provide for the old age of Mr. Sten 


The rate-payers of the Suburban dale, the Vice-Chairman of the Suburba 
pm esis Sie Municipality, by introducing a provision in the 
Municipal Bill whereby Mr. Sterndale will be entitled to a pension, 
Mr. Sterndale has disgusted the people of the Suburbs by his actions. 
Making those people pay a large sum every year to one whom they dislike 


ld b I ust. 
prestige {ve won 62. The same paper makes the follow- 


intended departure on leave. ing observations upon Mr. Thompson's 


intended departure on leave :— 
The Lieutenant-Governor will go home on six months’ leave on the 


9th March. We see no reason to be grieved at this news. He has quite 


disgusted us. His departure will give us ease. When he first became Lieute. 
nant-Governor men expected much from him. Everyone 1s now dissatisfied 
with his actions. In every action of his administration, whether we consider 
his conduct in the matter of the Ilbert Bill, the Municipal Bill, or the Self. 
Government scheme, we see clear indications of his indifference to the 
natives and his affection towards Englishmen. His winking at the illegal 
proceedings of English Judges and Magistrates has enraged us. Mr. Bernard, 
the Chief Commissioner of Burmah, has been appointed to act for hin, 
Mr. Bernard is in favour of the Self-Government scheme. Backward 
Burmah is indebted to him for the introduction of the Self-Government 
scheme there. We hope that the Self-Government Bill will be passed 
during Mr. Thompson’s absence on leave. 
63. The same paper blames Mr. Bellett for bringing out the Educa- 
Mr. Bellett’s inefficiency and the tion Report for 1882 so late. He is showing 
emenant-Boverners Besoletion on utter ineficiency in every work undertaken by 
ee ae him. The work done by him in his capacity of 
Registrar of the University is far from satisfactory. Such is his efficiency that 
the Entrance examination had to be postponed, as the question papers had 
not been printed in time. There was much disorder during the examina- 
tion. The result of the examination, too, has not yet been published. The 
resolution recorded on the last Education Report by the beneficent Lieute- 
nant-Governor shows that he is not yet cured of his dread of students. He 
regrets that the boys are becoming unruly, and remarks that guardians. are 
opposed to English education on the ground that it makes boys haughty. 
Mr. Thompson has shown his ignorance by this remark. Men are opposed 
to English education, not on account of the apprehension that boys will 
thereby become haughty, but that they will thereby become Christians, Old 
men will look with favour upon English education if an impediment be placed 
in the way of students becoming Christians. The Lieutenant-Governor 
should devise some means for removing this opposition to English education. 
The Editor is glad to notice the unprecedented progress of mass education. 
The Deputy Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors are deserving of thanks. 
64. The same paper says that Mr. Owen, the Assistant Police 
An illegal proceeding of Mr. Owen, Superintendent of Barrackpore, is obtaining 
we tee Police Superintendent of notoriety. His illegal actions have often 
, been exposed in newspapers. No one cal 
say if they have reached the ears of the Lieutenant-Governor. Recently 
a pregnant woman died. The Sub-Inspector, after investigation, sent the 
corpse to the Civil Surgeon for post-mortem examination. The Sub- 
Inspector and the Civil Surgeon found no trace or evidence of violent 
death. But Mr. Owen charged one Baboo Bhutnath Roy with having 
murdered the woman and gave orders for his apprehension. If Baboo 
Bhutnath has any self-respect—a quality in which the Bengalis are generally 
sadly deficient—he should haul up Mr. Owen before a criminal court. 44 
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‘+; case is an Englishman. We are anxious to see the 
oar of this ord as it will al a an opportunity of judging how much 
ai son ‘; made between the whiteskinned and the darkskinned. 
ae The Dacca Prakash, of the 3rd February, has a short paragraph 

on Mr. Rivers Thompson. We give below 
—" a translation of the paragraph :— 
It has been settled that Mr. Rivers Thompson, the ruler of Bengal, 
oes home on the 9th of March on six months’ leave. Itis said that he 
a sessed his desire of retiring from the service altogether, but that the 
Governor-General did not comply with the request. Mr. Thompson's health 
has broken down on account of age, his intellect has lost its vigour, and his 
energy has diminished. So the government of the extensive province of 
Bengal wasan insupportable burden to him. Under such circumstances 
he should have been made to retire at once. He could have enjoyed a long 
life had he lived on his pension at home. Perhaps he could in that case have 
found opportunities of passing his later days in the peaceful meditation of 
God, instead of hammering his brain in crooked speculations on politics and 
‘n the endeavour of doing good to his countrymen. © Whatever that be, if, 
by the virtue of the climate of England, the disposition of Mr. Thompson 
changes, and he imbihes liberal principles, the people of Bengal may enjoy 
happiness on his return. Mr. Bernard, the Chief Commissioner of Burmah, 
will act for Mr. Thompson. He has a great reputation, and there is indeed 
an expectation of temporary peace and happiness under his regimé. But so 
ill-fated are Bengalis that no one can tell what will come out of this 
appointment. , mee 
66. Thesame paper disapproves of what Lord Ripon said in reply to 
Baboo Kristodas Pal in the course of the 


a bereeen Set. debate on the Ilbert Bill. Whatever may 


be said of the principle of that measure, the people think that the 


Queen’s Proclamation has been upheld in name only and not in substance. 
They have learnt by long experience that native civilians will not as a 
rule obtain the charge of districts. If any one of them obtains a district, 
the European offenders will be tried by jury, and so they. will not 
be punishable by him. But he will have the meagre satisfaction of 
seeing them brought to his court for trial. The European Assistant 
and Joint Magistrates will enjoy powers which are denied to their 
native brethren. It is impossible for ordinary intellects to understand how 
the policy of equality is furthered by this Act. Lord Ripon has only 
recently come to India. He is notin a position to realise the extent of 
Oppression committed by the European conquerors. So he could not under- 
stand Baboo Kristodas Pal when he said that the jury system would lead to 
failures of justice. 
67. The Sddhdrani, of the 38rd February, contains an article headed 
The English a nation of shop- tue ‘Shop-keeping spirit of the English,” 
— | from which we extract the following observa- 
lions :—The famous Emperor Napoleon always derisively called the 
English a nation of shop-keepers, and from what the people of India have 
tarot and seen of the manners, customs, and acts of that nation they 
can freely assert that the English are really a nation of shop-keepers. The 
Englishman’s native land is a small and bleak isle, where the soil is _ sterile 
and nature unpropitious. The land does not possess agricultural or mineral 
vealth in any considerable measure. So that if Englishmen had to depend 
°n the natural resources of their country for supplying their physical wants, 
tis doubtful whether they could have commanded sufficient food and 
icessary clothing. To supply the natural wants of their country, the 
bglish therefore betook themselves to commerce. Commerce made 
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them gainers, and they became more and more attached to commercial pursyjts 
English ships began to traverse the sea and go to distant countries, whencg 
they brought different commodities and enriched England. But with the 
development of commerce an: increase of material prosperity Englishmey 
began to show a greed of money and shop-keeping spirit. Commerce was the 
cause of Englishman’s prosperity, and the grateful English therefore haye 
become the slaves and worshippers of commerce. ‘They act in al! matter, 
after calculating the chances of profit, and therefore look on all things with 
the eye of a shop-keeper. Whether seated on the throne of an Emperoy. 
occupying a seat on the bench, rolling in wealth, or legislating on educational 
matters, the Englishman is a shop-keeper under all conditions of life, and yil] 
be seen with the scales of a shop-keeper in his hands. This observation jg 
strikingly illustrated in the system of Indian administration, and the action of 
Englishmen in reference thereto. The powerful English nation wields the 
Imperial power in India, and com mands the allegiance of millions of natives 
and hundreds of native princes: stillit has not been able to give up its shop. 
keeping spirit. Not to speak of the common Englishman, the Government 
of India is actuated by so strong a greed of money that it has mixed up the 
business of shop-keeper with its work of administration in a manner which 
has never been done by any other Government in any other country. 
Government raises a revenue from the excise ostensibly for the purpose of 
keeping down the excessive consumption of intoxicating drugs and liquor, 
This is not, however, seen in practice. As many liquor shops may be opened 
ag one may desire to open only if one will pay for the licenses. The result 
of this has been that innumerable shops for the sale of liquor and intoxicat- 
ing drugs have been opened in British India. The introduction of the 
outstill system has caused a fearful increase of drunkenness among the 
Indian population. The evil is not confined to India alone: thanks to the 
trading English Government, other countries also are being deluged with 
the stream of intemperance. King Asoka sent missionaries to China and 
other countries to preach to the people the truths of Buddhism: the British 
Government sends the poison of opium to China, and is bringing ruin upon 
its people. Government sees these evils, and yet seems to see them not, 
because it is an avaricious trader. The shop-keeping spirit which animates 
the British Government in India is clearly noticed in its action in reference to 
the civil courts. Litigation has become extremely expensive. An injured 
person cannot expect to obtain justice from a law court unless he is pre- 
pared to incur a large expenditure in the shape of court fees and other fees. 
The people are being ruined by this means. Is not the action of Govern- 
ment one which shows an extremely mercenary spirit? Many cannot, owing 
to this state of things, seck redress in a law court even when they are 
injured. Inno other country does the administration of justice labour 
under the reproach under whici it labours in British India. Government 
does not endeavour to remove this reproach, because it is a gainer by the 
existino arrangements. Sir Richard Garth has written a long letter to 
Government in the hope that the evil complained of may be partially reme- 
died. The Editor, however, cannot entertain any such hope, because, for 
the Government of India to give up its love of gain, is simply aa 
impossibility. 
68. ‘The same paper makes the following observations in an article on 
The Municipal Bill the Municipal Bill :—Mr. Reynolds’ Municipal 
ee | _ Bill has not satisfied the native community. 
Municipalities are in the Bili given increased powers only in name. Twenty: 
one municipalities again will not be granted the elective franchise at all. The 
less advanced localities, it is said, wiil not be given this privilege. Now, 
Bengal there are altogether 130 municipalities. On what erounds bave the 
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d just as they pleased. Mr. Allan Hume, after a good deal of — 
fchting, has obtained the elective franchise for the rate-payers of Simla. 
Will the franchise be withheld from Darjeeling until another Allan Hume 
| appears to claim it? Is it feared that in places like Hazaribagh the 


so long acte 


oath ‘tee if there was not a European majority? In Calcutta the 


aumber of European Commissioners is not considerable, but this does 


ae 


amed before been proved to be the most backward 


¢ the franchise will prevent a European majority? What would 


not interfere with the due discharge of public business. The elective 
t-anchise can be safely granted in all places where a municipality can be 
stablished ; and where the franchise cannot be granted, there the establish- 
| ment of a municipality is not advisable. The elective franchise should 
not be granted where there exist rival factions. Well and good, but 


how has it been ascertained that rival factions exist only within these 
9] municipalities ? The matter is not intelligible. ‘The Commissioners 


| of 37 municipalities again shall not elect their Chairmen. But why 


should this be the case? Ifthe Commissioners of the Suburban Muni- 
cipality are not considered fit to elect their own Chairman, then certainly 
no Indian municipality is fit to exercise that privilege. The truth is that 
for the sake of the Suburban Municipality 36 other municipalities have 
been placed in the same category with it. If the Alipore Municipality 
is given an independent Chairman, where will be the authority of Belvedere ? 
Strange justice! Kandi, Darjeeling, Hazaribagh © and certain other 
municipalities will have the privilege of electing neither their Commis- 
sioners nor their Chairmen, but Chunderkonah, Ramjibunpore and certain 
other municipalities will have the privilege of electing their Chairmen. 
Asthe executive officers in these last-mentioned localities are very 
powerful, Government has no objection to anybody becoming 
Chairman, so long as the Commissioners are perfectly subordinate to it. 
The Commissioners nominated by Government will guide the Chairman 
in any direction they please, and the Chairman selected from among 


| these Commissioners will also in all likelihood act with a leaning towards 


ficial interests. What is European skill if it is not this? 

So much for the distinction between fortunate and unfortunate 
municipalities. Again, nowhere will (;overnment confer the right of elect- 
ing the Commissioners to the fullest extent. The rate-payers will elect 
two-thirds and Government one-third of the entire number of Commis- 


| siloners. In addition to this a series of checks have been devised in the 


Act to enable officials to exercise their authority in a larger measure than 
formerly. From the pettiest Sub-Divisional Deputy Magistrate to the 
Divisional Commissioner every official will, if he pleases, be able, by means 
of unfavourable reports, to harass a municipality. This power of the 
officials has been, in the Bill, styled their power of control. European 
control is not a common article. This it is which has enabled Englishmen 
to exercise sovereign power in Egypt. On the strength of this the French 
are about to annex Madagascar. On the plea of exercising control the 
olicials will be able to strike terror into the hearts of the elected Com- 
missioners, 

So much for the introduction of the elective system. Civilians fond 
of zulum and zubhurdust, like Messrs. Dampier and Beverley, are unwilling 
to granteven the small privileges proposed. These gentlemen would vest 
all power as regards the grant of the elective franchise in the Lieutenant- 
Governor instead of in the Legislature. Mr. Dampier is the leader of the 
“villians in Bengal, and extremely opposed to independent views. 
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as men. Mr. Beverley has all along opposed the proposal to confer the electiy. 
franchise. The Advocate-General, Mr. Paul, has all along advocated with. 
drawal of the Municipal Bill. Mr. Beverley follows the policy of his predeces. 
sor in office, Mr. Allen. The Editor notices with ratification that Messrs. 
nolds and Macaulay, and certain other European and native members, 
manfully did their duty on the occasion of the last debate on the Muni. 
cipal Bill. , 
69. The same paper refers to the feeling of extreme disappointment 
that has been caused by Lord Ripon’s actioy 
Lord Ripon. in reference to the Ilbert Bill. The people 
are nevertheless exceedingly grateful to His Excellency for what he ha 
done for them. The Editor exhorts him to pass the Local Self-Gover. 
ment and the Bengal Tenancy Bills without mutilating them. 

70. A correspondent of the same paper complains that at the burning 

The burning of corpses in ghat at Bhatpara parties who bring any 
Bhatpara. corpses for the purpose of cremation are often 
put to great inconvenience owing to the almost fabulous price demanded 
by the person who supplies firewood. Owing to this cause poor people 
it is said, have begun to throw corpses into the river at night. 

71. Another writing to the same paper Says that many cases of 
theft have recently occurred in the village 
of Boinchee, in the Hooghly district. A 
few only of these cases are reported to the police, because the sufferers 


Thefts in Boinchee. 


know that, while the police is perfectly powerless as regards the detection J - 


of the offenders, its appearance in the village to inquire into a case of theft 
invariably subjects the injured person to a good deal of expense and 
trouble. The writer then refers to the bad state of the roads in that village, 
and complains that the District Magistrate, Mr. Toynbee, while on a visit 
to that place, told the people that it was a mistake on their part to expect 
any contribution from the road cess funds towards the repairs of their 
village roads, and that, so long as he was at the head of the district adminis- 
tration, such contribution would not be given. 
72. The Ananda Bazar Patrika, of the 4th February, makes the 

Death of the Mabarajah of following observations in an article headed 
Kolhepore. the “ Unnatural death of the Maharajah of 
Kolhapore :”—If, instead of being an independent State, Kolhapore had been 
an insignificant locality ; if the deceased Maharajah had been an old and not 
a young man; if, instead of having been a helpless lunatic, he had been 
man of sound mind ; and if, instead of having been an independent native 
prince, he had been a common person, even then the circumstances under 
which he has met with his end would have produced sorrow and doubts in the 
public mind. The Maharajah, though he was of unsound mind, was 
never so mad as to necessitate his being confined. He became mad 
in 1881, and it is now 1884. During these three years he did not murder 
or grievously hurt anybody, or even attempt to assault anybody, and yet 
Government separated him from his friends and relatives, and from those who 
were naturally objects of his affection, and placed him under the care of 4 
European. If, consulting the wishes of the Maharajah, Government 
placed him under the care of those who naturally loved him, instead of 
placing him under the care of Mr. Green, then the Rajah, though he might 
not have been cured of his madness, would not have, in all probability, 
died a premature death under unnatural circumstances. It is stated in te 
Government report that the Maharajah had become a raving maniac, that 
Mr. Green endeavoured to put him down, and this resulted in the death of 
the Maharajah. But the Magistrate, Mr. Jopp, says that the deceased 4 
an inoffensive lunatic. Again, though it is stated that the deceased ™ 
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with his end owing to rupture of his | i 
that his spleen was not "4 a diseased na Surgeon clearly states 
enquire whether the death was due toa dies d behores. Government fo 
which the healthy spleen had received. A = spleen or to the shock 
Government report that Mr. Green -< yor though it is stated in the 
Mr. Jopp, the Magistrate, who held th man of good character, still 
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The Jurisdiction Act. 
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Conservative party. The extension of the jury system in the case of European, 
will have the effect of making them more high-handed. They will now }. 
able to commit oppression with impunity. ‘The European jury will pe 
biased in their favour. But if the right of trial by Jury 1s conferred pop 
natives, it is not likely to be abused by them. Natives are not, like English. 
men, a proud nation, nor are they likely to do any unjustice, swayed by any 
considerations of race. They have regard for public opinion. Mr. Rive, 
Thompson has spoken in high terms of the desire shown by native jurors to qo 
justice. ' 

75. TThesame paper is glad to notice that the three native member 

Native members of the Indian Of the Indian Legislative Council hays 
Legislative Council on the Ilbert Bill.  ggurageously done their duty during the debate 
on the Ibert Bill. ~ 

76. The same paper observes that the Municipal Bill stands in need 
of modifications in certain parts. The 
classification of the municipalities has been 
most arbitrarily made, and is not likely to do equal justice to all. The 
Editor therefore proposes that the rate-payers of every municipality in the 
country should be given the power to elect Commissioners, and that the 
Commissioners of every municipality should be able to elect their ow 
Chairman. If this were done, it would be possible to see what munici- 
palities deserved the privilege. Those that would not be able to properly 
exercise the power would, of their own accord, make it over to Government, 
The Biil vests in the Government the power of disfranchising any muni- 
cipality, but does not specify the grounds on which Government may he 
justified in taking this step. The rules framed for controlling the actions 
of municipalities are quite arbitrary. These rules are comprised in 
sections 50 to 65. The Kditor has not much objection to sections 57 to 61. 
Sections 52 and 65 are open to grave objection, inasmuch as they will in 
practice enable local officials to harass Municipal Commissioners to a great 
extent. Some salutary check is indeed provided in section 62, but the Editor 
would like to see it laid down that the local officials, before issuing an order 
to any municipality to undo any act done by the Commissioners, should call 
upon them for an explanation, and forward a copy thereof to the Local 
Government, together with a copy of the order. 

77. The Navavibhakar, of the 4th February, reviews the Government 
Resolution on the last Education Report. The 
Kditor observes that it is indeed pleasing to 
hear that so many as thirteen hundred thousand boys are receiving educa- 
tion in the schools of this country, and that these schools are all under 
Government supervision. All this reads very well in a report, but what is the 
true state of things? The truth is, of these thirteen lakhs, ten lakhs attend 
the primary schools. So much for figures given in official reports. Most 
primary schools are ushered into existence only to receive the Government 
grant-in-aid, and aa soon as that is received they disappear. They are useful 
so far as they serve to swell the lists of schools in the official reports. It 13 
a mistake to suppose that primary education has made any considerable 
advance within the last few years. The truth is that schools and pupils 
have now been included in official lists which were never included before. 
An increase has been made out in this way. There will be no improvement 
in the quality of primary education until the guru pathsalas included 12 
the official lists are improved in character. With the exception of the 
lower primary schools, schools bearing all other denominations remain much 
as they were. There has been but slight increase in the number of pupils 
attending the upper primary schools, the only institutions where primary 
education worthy of the name is imparted. It is thus clear that there ba 


The Municipal Bill. 


Education in Bengal. 
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‘an of primary education in Bengal. ‘What is called primary 
been no ay "Geneanal report is no education. It has existed in this 
sett f-om time immemorial, and thanks to Shubhankar it will last for 
neon Abe to come. The Editor agrees with Mr. Thompson in holding that 
cage acter of the guru pathshalas should be improved. Itis not true, as the 
race shows by quoting figures, that the primary schools alone are attended 
: the children of the poorer classes. The high and middle education is not 
monopolised by the children of the wealthy and the middle classes, the poor 

Iso receive a share of it. Why is then high education opposed on the plea 
‘hat the poor do not get it? The Editor concludes by asking that the 
quality of primary education should be improved. 


73. The same paper contains an article headed “ What India expects 

to receive from Lord Ripon.” The editor is 

Lord Ripon and the people of sorry that Lord Ripon’s couarge failed him in 
_ his resolve to carry out the Queen’s Proclama- 
tion. The disappointment which his recent action has caused to the native 
population is profound, and His Excellency doubtless has not realized it. 
fle might have done so if natives had made a powerful agitation, but this 
they were prevented from doing by their love towards him and their 
unwillingness to embarrass him in any way. ‘The silence has been due to 
their disappointment as much as to their expectations. They were silent, 
because they thought that if they agitated His Excellency would be forced 
to resign—a contingency which they disliked. The Editor then proceeds to 
enumerate the particular measures which the people expect that Lord Ripon 
villadopt. These are (1) the extension of the jury system and the separa- 
tion of executive from judicial work; (2) the breaking up of the civilian 
bureaucracy by the admission of a large number of natives into the Civil 
Service ; (8) increasing the number of native Judges in the High Court; (4) 
appointment of a native member to the Governor-General’s Executive 
Council; (5) the establishment of an Executive Council to help the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and the appointment of one or two natives to’ that 
- Council ; (6) appointment of representative natives to the Legislative Councils; 


(7) increasing the number of Government scholarships; and (8) repeal of 
the Indian Arms Act. 


79. The same paper advocates the grant of the privilege of trial by 


Trial by jory. jury to natives. The objecticns made to the 


proposal are all frivolous. Natives are well 
able to exercise the privilege judiciously. 


80. The same paper does not believe that the Hon’ble Mr. Macaulay, 


The Municipal Bill. who Is so staunch an advocate of the elective 


| franchise, will, for the benefit of Mr. Sterndale, 
the Vice-Chairman of the Suburban Municipality, propose to insert a provision 


In the Municipal Bill, which will have the effect of compelling Municipal 
Commissioners to grant a pension or bonus to their retired Vice-Chairmen. 


81. The same paper takes the authorities of the Calcutta University to 
eae Se task for the mismanagement that has charac- 
basis ; terized the recent examinations. The date of 
‘xamination was altered, the question papers bristled with typographical errors, 
and lastly there has been considerable delay in publishing the results. These 
ave been published at length, but in a very unsatisfactory manner. The names 
Successful candidates have not been arranged properly. Many have passed 
"i0 It was expected would not pass. Under the circumstances, man 


eachers have come to have serious misgivings as to the correctness of the 
published results, : 
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82. The Som Prakash, of the 4th February, has an articl 
| (communicated) on cooly emigration. The 
i mervations "pon cooly omigrw writer says that even females belonging to rey. 
pectable families are decoyed by the cooly. 
recruiting Baboos by various wiles. The recruiters make these unfortunate 
women believe that they will keep them under their protection, and induce 
them to register their names, and then send them to plantations. Ignorant 
men and women of the labouring classes fall easy victims to the wiles of 
these recruiters. Many persons in Cuttack, Balasore, Pooree, Ganjam, and 
other places, have no other occupation than that of recruiting coolies, 
Men have strange misconceptions regarding the treatment of coclies at 
plantations. Some firmly believe that tea-plantations are fertilized by 
the blood of sacrificed coolies. The coolies of Telang, who are as braye 
as they are industrious, dread going to Cachar and Assam, as much as 
they dread going to the nether-world. Cooly-recruiters are more feared 
than kidnappers. It is easy to imagine that it is a very difficult task 
to recruit coolies when such misconceptions prevail. The writer says that 
if the planters do not require the coolies to enter into a legal contract, and if 
instead of giving recruiters hundreds of rupees for each cooly, they pay 
these poor people a salary of at least Rs. 7 or Rs. 8 per month, they 
will go in crowds to the plantations of their own accord, with their wives 
and children. These people can earn Rs. 5 to 6 per month at home. 
They are allured to plantations by promises that they will earn, in addition 
to their wages and allowances for food, Rs. 4 or 5 per month by extra 
work. Such promises are in the highest degree deceptive. Their ordinary 
work is so heavy that many are unable to earn even their full salary of 
Rs. 5. So these poor people are not in the least benefited by going to 
a foreign country and suffering many hardships. The Government should 
see that their wages are raised. The Government should not tolerate 
the deception practised upon these ignorant and innocent people, who 
emigrate to foreign countries, but do not receive any proportionate 
benefit. 
83. The same paper exposes the following oppressive action of the Raj- 
Condemnation of an oppressive pore Municipality--An influential man of 
— a Changripotha blocked the drains of several 
| persons of the place. The latter brought 
this to the notice of the Municipality. But the guilty person beinga 
friend of the Commissioners, no steps were taken to redress the grievance 
complained of. After repeated prayers the Municipality was so generous 
as to give orders that the drains should remain blocked, but that a 
new drain should be made into which the drains might empty themselves. 
But between the proposed drain and the old drains there is land owned by 
other persons. The Commissioners did not venture to offend the in fluential 
person who had blocked the drains by requiring him to remove the obstruction. 
The owners of the lands lying between the proposed drain and the old drains 
fenced the lands which they owned, and raised pillars upon them in order 


to prevent the Municipality’ encroachment upon them. The courageous 


and conscientious Commissioners now served notices upon those persons, 
requiring them to remove the enclosures, and claimed the ground as munl- 
cipal land. The Editor says that the election of the Chairman, Vice- 
Chairman, and Commissioners by the Govern:nent is the source of such 
oppressive actions. ‘he Chairman being a foreigner does not feel for the 
sufferings of the rate-payers. The Commissioners selected by the Govern 
ment are not educated and conscientious. These abuses will continue 
prevail until the Self-Government scheme is introduced, and educated and 
conscientious members are elected by the rate-payers. 


a 


g4, The same paper objects to the Education Commission’s recom- 


the burdening of Mmendation that the expenses of the pathshalas 


Objectities with the expenses of ghould be borne by the local municipalities. 
pathshalas. Most municipalities have not sufficient money 
at their disposal to make suitable sanitary arrangements. The utmost that 


they can do with their small incomes is the construction of three or four 


e said that the municipalities are not now burdened 
og slice arith and so are ina position to defray the expenses of 
‘he pathshalas. The reply to this argument is, when the municipalities had 
to defray the-police expenses there were many municipalities which could 
not perform their necessary duties. 

gx The Surabhi, of the 4th February, says that had Lord Ripon 
acted as nobly as his former conduct led the 
people to hope, his administration would 
have been most glorious. But its splendour has been considerably 
dimmed by his inequitable compact with the mean Anglo-Indians. 


Lord Bipon’s administration. 


86. The same paper condemns the system of charging fees for dispens- 
ing justice as barbarous. That system only is 
good which does not require a man to pay a 
single farthing in order to obtain justice. Exacting fees from suitors 
amounts to a sale of justice. | 


The sale of justice. 


87. The following observations are extracted from the same paper :— 
rapression of satisfaction at the prose Our Lieutenant-Governor will proceed for 
pect of Mr. ‘Thompson’s departure. a change according to the advice of his 
physicians. He has obtained six months’ leave. Mr. Thompson will leave for 
England early in March. Mr. Bernard, the Chief Commissioner of British 
Burmah, will officiate for him during his absence. Lord Ripon at first 
appointed Sir Steuart Bayley to act for Mr. Thompson, but on his refusal 
Mr. Bernard was appointed to act as Lieutenant-Governor. Mr. Bernard 
will return to his former post after six months. If Mr. Thompson recovers 
his health in Europe and comes back, he will again grace Belvedere. If not, 
Sir Steuart Bayley will be Lieutenant-Governor. It issaid that Mr. Thomp- 
son had signified the intention of resigning his post to Lord Ripon, but Lord 
Ripon refused to accept his resignation. Jord Ripon hopes that Mr. Thomp- 
son will come back healthy enough to undertake the duties of Lieutenant- 
Governor. Mr. Thompson acted wisely in intending to resign. When he 
i3 not popular he should resign the post of ruler. But we cannot 
comprehend why Lord Ripon did not gratify Mr. Thompson’s desire of 
resigning his post. Mr. Thompson is the head and idol of the Anglo-Indians. 
Perhaps it is the fear of giving offence to Anglo-Indians that has 
led Lord Ripon to refuse to accept Mr. Thompson’s resignation of his post. 
We hope that Mr. Thompson will not return for love of money to ruin a 
province; and that he will not place himself in the disagreeable position 
ofaruler who is strongly disliked by nis subjects. Why do we desire the 
resignation of his post by Mr. Thompson? Why do we think his departure 
from this country as a joyous event? Mr. Thompson has become unpopular 
for various reasons. When we think that the sad fate of the Ilbert Bill is in 
4 great measure to be attributed to Mr. Thompson, we cannot but feel 
delichted at the prospect of his departure. It can admit of no doubt that 
the violent opposition of the Anglo-Iadians to the Ibert Bill, 
and its consequent sad fate, were produced by his hostile attitude towards the 
Bill. When we remember the narrow-mindedness and hostile feelings dis- 
played by him in the matter of the introduction of the Self-Government scheme, 
we cannot but feel delighted at the prospect of his departure. When we 
remember that he upheld the unjust sentence passed upon Bengali students 
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for beating policemen, after being roughly handled by them—a sentence only 
fit for thieves, robbers, and forgers—we cannot but feel delighted at the prog. 
pect of his departure. When we remember that Mr. Thompson is hostile 
to Bengalis, and that he gave sufficient proof of his hostility by words anq 
action, we cannot but feel delighted atthe prospect of his departure, as we 
think that it will benefit the country. Mr. Thompson has done nothing fo, 
which we can feel grateful to him or be sorry at his departure. He who 
has the welfare of his country at heart cannot be sorry at the departure of 
Mr. Thompson. The expression of sorrow at the departure of Mr. Thompson 
by some of our contemporaries has quite astcnished us. Such- hypocrisy ig 
in the highest degree blameable, and is calculated to injure the country, [f 
you do not heartily rejoice at the retirement of the ruler who has done the 
country incalculable injury, you are not worthy to have noodle-minded and 
righteous rulers. If what is said of Mr. Bernard is true, he is undoubtedly 
fit for the post of Lieutenant-Governor. We hope that during his six 
months’ administration he will give proof of those high qualities for 
which the public give him credit. We hope that during his short adminis. 
tration he will introduce in Bengal the Self-Government scheme on a more 
extensive scale, will do away with the outstill system, and show that he has 
nobler aims in the work of administration than obtaining the applause of 4 
handful of Englishmen. If he does so, the inhabitants of Bengal will pray for 
his permanent appointment as ruler of Bengal. 


san Su pmastont, 88. The Sadr Sudhanidi, of the 4th February, says that those provinces 
penton ite of India where the spoken language has 
driven away the Urdu language from the 
courts of justice are prosperous, such as Bengal, Bombay, and Madras; 
and from this the writer concludes that until Urdu is abolished as a court 
language in the North-Western Provinces, Oudh, Central Provinces, and 
Rajputana, these Provinces will never prosper. 


nae Seowaerem. $9. The same paper says that at the time of the discussion on the Coolie 
Bill, Mr. Thompson became so much enraged 
that he lost his senses and used insulting 
language to his opponents. From that time the writer became sure that no 
good would come out of this gentleman. From that time his love for his 
countrymen has become more and more patent every day. The writer thinks 
a member of Parliament should be appointed to the Lieutenant-Governorship 
of Bengal, for otherwise, if a civilian is appointed, he is sure to have 
strong sympathies with his brother civilians. 


eae 90. The Samdchar Chandrika, of the 4th February, says that the 
Potyeiesacaid Observations upon the Jurisdiction Ilbert Bull, in the shape in which it has been 
3 Act. passed, is worthless. It will not benefit the 
people in the least, but will, on the contrary, increase the oppression of the 

natives by Anglo-Indians. Lord Ripon, in attempting to please every- 

body, has pleased nobody. The natives will always blame him for the 

injury he has done them by want of firmness. Anglo-Indians, also, for 


whose sake he acquiesced in the modifications of the Bill, will blame 
him for his lack of firmness. 


ore 91. The Samaya, of the 4th February, says that the Calcutta Muani- 
Oia ce eer RS cipality is mistaken if it supposes that it will 
so sania _ beable to prevent the sale of sweetmeats of 

bad quality by making stringent rules. The attempts of the Municipality 

to improve the health of Calcutta by such means are not likely to succeed 

so long as it cannot put more money in the people’s purses. As long 2 


a necessity exists for providing sweetmeats at cheap prices, they will continue 
to be prepared out of the worst materials, 
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99, The Prajdbandhu, of the 5th 
| The Mahomedan and the British rule Mahomedans Pict ig di observes that the 
oe soy i, ae - with one object in 
ontered the country with sword in hand. They had neith of islam. Shey 
nview. ‘hey treated theHindus cruelly onl fr: 0 ve nagheone yey profit 
faith. When they became rulers, they fron meee le agg erage wrt 
ever try to monopolise the whole power of the State og Migpelg tor 4 
They freely shared it with the people of the c ah = ew bey: hands. 
high posts even in the army. On the other h ry ry. The Hindus held 
India with the object of earning money. Mo ee 
sn view. Even when they eee 4 7 —— the sole object they 
character. The merchant became the ne f did not change their 
vvulers, the sole object of «ae geet he er. But whether merchants 
Ma that they have given pence 4 72 is money. The English 
‘re and property secure. Indeed oe . ia, that they have made 
India, because the people have no y have. Property is secure in 
all they had. Peace has indeed pe eager ethers ogee | 
03, 7 but by disarming the wee ae 
. Tbe same paper observes 
_ ative members of the aa best ara “4 "eee Gn is the 
| ‘lat? ; member o 
abies iene ahesdes Ph gens But he- has . kk 
iave no confi Sein tus tala. + A ele Be the zemindars. So the people 
e teheod with partinen oolils Wan 16 | ey any in Dr. Rajendralal, for he is 
no sense of justice. Baboos Bankim Ch a ae ee 
very worthy men, but their appoint andra and Hem Chandra are indeed 
a cad’ Mies obi gs ment to the Council will withdra 
Me W. C. Renecien, Me M M th a great loss to the country. So 
senses to have 9. sent in. the oat osh, and Justice Mitra are the best 
other Provinces of Indi cil. If members are to be ch 
P ia, the best persons are 8) chosen from 
ao, and Shashia Sastri, all of whom a a 
94, The same paper observes that th of great experience. 
An advice to the people of Indi British rule The is no justice under the 
as nie t . e English are so habituated 
ap from them. A man - Pe ~~ . is impossible to sate 
he man’s spleen was y akick, and the court find 
the court finds the ruptured. Three men were successivel oe 
hot d 
not the English i mistaken for wild animals. Is this i te 
rule? The blood — oppressive and more terrible than % justice ? Is 
uc? _ rhe blood of the people of India is too cold ¢ Mahomedan 
should aa a eal. Rew Be pend polhons to the Bead “os a 
| Jd. The same paper says :—The English G 
_ The Puri Lodging-house Act. and sathiasa ian Se oeeee ae lc ’ 
pay. J cares to se ney, and never 
im a a hays Ger te i wore it is sore Be par. oan neers to 
he Governm 3 but does it ever look to the 7 eee 
his time r sens in gee Sana from the Pandas be proaay hey ~~ people ? 
06. Ths be cares oe rears, m the people. 
» O e oft F 
| Sar ations upon the ingrati remember ° FeMrunry asks Englishmen to 
lidhmencns upon the ingratitude of hoy came ste ae position in India. 
“oe | pec Pose fies: as 4 ody of merchants. They 
oak rom the natives. They b ers of India. They now requi 
ent of India for the b Brege- that they have assumed th ly 
their hearts the benefit of the Indians. C ed the Govern- 
lake tts, the editor asks, and sa P a,_, Can they lay their hands on 
tile Bendeeee poor. If it is per, Pe ig By Mh rpg phen 
- the only return whi : e chief cause of its 
ich they make for the services rendered 
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to them by the country which nourishes them and their children with it, 
heart’s blood is seatinn its children like dogs. They further boast that they 
have conquered India by the sword. The editor wants them to Point out 
the country which they have so conquered. The British victories in 
India were not won by British valour alone. The loyal and heroic races 
of India have fought bravely and poured out their heart's blood in order {, 
wrest for England Indian kingdoms from Indian Princes. They have also 
fought for England in foreign countries. Englishmen show their gratitude 
to these men by eagerly seizing every opportunity to starve and unjustly 
punish them. 

97. The same paper, of the 6th February, says that the English 
Government should take a lesson from the 
French Government as to the generous treat. 
ment of foreign subjects. The English Gov. 
ernment has not yet conceded to the Indians the right of forming a Volunteer 
Corps, though they have been asking for it for along time. The French 
Government has not only permitted the natives of Pondichery to fight the 
French at Tonquin, but has also given orders that they should be carefully 
taught military manoeuvres. The English Government, which prides itself 
upon its generous treatment of foreign subjects, does not allow the natives to 
own a sword or musket. 


98. The Assam News, of the 7th January, writes that before any- 
thing was definitely settled with regard to the 
Ilbert Bill, the Governor-General was, it is 
said, contemplating withdrawal of Government 
support from the English Church in India. If the project had been carried out, 
His Excellency would have lost the sympathy of the Christian missionaries. 
But the rumour is without foundation. 

99. Thesame paper says Baboos Mathi and Dipmul, two respectable 
men of Bengmari, have opened a surveying 
school at their own expense. The editor prays 
that Government may encourage such liberality by giving aid towards the 
maintenance of the school. 


The superiority of the French Gov- 
ernment to the English as regards the 
treatment of foreign subjects. 


Lord Ripon on the State Church in 
India. 


A surveying school. 


100. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Mangaldai, says 
that notwithstanding the establishment of 
the daily steamer service in Assam, the 
receipt of mails is very irregular. The Aka disturbances have caused this 
irregularity to be felt more keenly, as everybody wishes to hear from friends 
and relatives employed in connection with the expedition. 


101. The same correspondent writes that the petty Darrangee traders 


Postal arrangements in Assam. 


Impressment of coolies in Gowhatty. 


where they goto sell their rice, &c. This 
compels most of them to dispose of their goods on their way to Gowhatty. 
It is also said that men with police uniforms on do often threaten the oo 
dealers with impressment in the hope of receiving some bribe. This has caused 
panic among Darrangee traders. This year the cultivation of rice crop Wa 
far from extensive, but whatever the poor ryots had done, defying the 


obstacles thrown by the unfavourable nature of the season, was destroyed by 
the hail-storms of 3rd Pous last. 


102. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Lakhimpur, $373 
that five girls appeared in the Primary Schools 
Examination of December last. This is the 
first instance of girls going up for this exam! 


nation in Lakhimpur. They were all from Gharmora school. It is expected 
that three of them will pass. : 


Assamese girls candidates for 


ite iS the 
priuary examination, | 
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103. The Samvad Béhikd, of the 17th January, complains _ that 
cholera, instead of disappearing within a 
Cholera in Balasore. reasonable period, is still raging virulently, not 
only in the Balasore town, but also in its suburbs. The disease is proving 
fatal in almost every case. The early appearance of the disease 1s ominous. 
’ 104. Adverting to a grand meeting of many respectable gentlemen 
os from Bombay, Madras, and Central Provinces, 
A meeting of natives. held at Balvutte under the leadership of 
Baboo Surendronath Mookerjea, the same paper remarks that much more 
rill be gained by encouraging and improving indigenous native arts than 
by securing @ certain number of native civilians, who will look after their 
pwn interests only. , 

105. The same paper is glad to notice that Mr. Croft, the Director of 
Public Instruction, has, after his return from 
furlough, set to workin a way most likely to 
penefit the under-paid officers in the Education Department. He recommends 
ficers drawing Rs. 20 a month and upwards to the favourable notice 
of Government. He is grieved to learn that the Education Department, 
which supplies members to all other departments of Government, should 
he thus overlooked and neglected. 

106. The same paper is of opinion that certain mistakes were com- 

Award of Primary Scholarships in mitted by the Joint Inspector of Schools, 
Orissa. Orissa Division, in awarding the Upper 
Primary Scholarships to successful candidates. It therefore trusts that 
the Inspector wil) reconsider the matter. 

107. The same paper devotes almost half the number of its columns 

eek ha to an account of the life and labours of Baboo 
ope camamuernmaa Keshub Chunder Sen, the late Brahmo leader. 

108. The following are extracted from the news and correspondence 
columns of this paper :—(1) Irregularities of the 
steamer plying between Balasore and Calcutta 
prevented many Government officer from attending the Exhibition in the month 
of January; (2) many rumours regarding Baboo Pratap Chandra Chatterjea, 
the Deputy Magistrate of Balasore, who has applied for pension, are afloat 
in Balasore ; (8) a correspondent brings it to the notice of the authorities 
that though the people of Kamardachakala, in the Balasore district, paid their 
road and public works cess for 18838, still notices demanding revenue 
under those heads for that year were issued by Government officials concerned 
to zemindars and lakhrajdars of that place, who are now trembling through fear; 
(4) another correspondent of the same paper says that Baboo Radhanath 
Rai Chowdhry has done a great good to the people of Kamarda in the 
ag of Balasore by founding a middle vernacular school in that 
place. 

109. Though reproving Baboos Debendranath Mookerjee and Fanee 
Bhusan Bose for their conduct in accepting 
Government money, and then refusing to 
roceed to England to join the Agricultural College at Cirencester, the Utkal 
Lipikd, of the 19th J anuary, remarks that the remuneration of those that 
ad preceded them was not such as to invite many more candidates. 

110. In connection with the free return passage granted to Govern- 
vretmment officers visiting the ment officers intending to pay visits to the 
LR a: Calcutta International Exhibition, by almost 
“" Railway and Steamer Companies at the request of Government, the same 
Faper regrets to observe that the Government steamer ‘plying between 

uttack and Chandbally could not be induced to make a similar concession. 

° editor then goes on to make the following remarks :— What a shame 
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*t *s for Government to refuse a privilege to its own officers, which private 
traders gladly granted at its request. In consequence of these acts ¢¢ 
Government, we are at times forced to repeat the old adage ‘ Physician 


heal theyself.’ ” 


111. Adverting to a correspondence that passed between Dinonat} 

Banerjee, Officiating Honorary Secretary, Oriss, 
Peoples Association, and the Government of 
India, on the subject of the outstill system advocated by the Excise Depart. 
ment in Bengal, the same paper obzerves that the system increase, 
drunkenness and encourages the extensive use of toddy in Bengal, 1; 
paper is of opinion that it requires no effort to understand that the who 
system is demoralising in its effect. 


112. The editor of the same paper informs the public that an [cg 
Company with a capital of Ks. 10,000 has beep 
opened in Cuttack under the patronage ani 
direction of Mr. Larminie, the Commissioner of the Orissa Division. It jg 
gratifying to notice that most of the shares, being altogether 40 in 
number, were purchased by the native residents of Cuttack. The editor isof 
opinion that the Company will prove successful, and a great want, very mucl 
felt during the eight warm months of the year will be soon supplied. He 
therefore advises all rich natives to come forward and join the undertaking, 


113. In acknowledging the receipt of a copy of the petition 
Government printing at private submitted to the Commissioner of the 
yoeies, Orissa Division by Baboo Kally Pada 
Banerjia, praying for Government patronage for local presses in Orissa, in 


the shape of issue of Government work such as forms, &c., to then, 
the same paper makes the following remarks :— 


It is a matter of great regret that presses established by local enter. 
prise in Orissa should fail to obtain Government assistance in any way. If 
forms were printed at private presses, the arrangement would prove cor 
venient on the one hand to local Government officers, and remunerative, 
on the other, to the managers of those presses. These considerations 
induced the India Government to pass a resolution in favour of private 
presses, and the same has borne fruit in the Punjab, where the local Govert- 
ment have taken steps to encourage private presses ; but it is to be regretted 
that Bengal is not so fortunate as the Punjab in this respect. From the acts 
of His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal we are led to believe.that 
His Honor isas it were not very diligent in carrying out the orders o 
the Government of India. His Honor’s attitude towards that Government 
is very well illustrated in the matter of Local Self-Government and the 
Ibert Bill, as also in the case of the India Government resolution onjal 
manufactures. However, as a petition has already been submitted to the 
Commissioner, we hope that Mr. Larminie will carefully consider the poi 
noted therein, and bring up the same, with his recommendations. befor 
Government on an early date. Should he succeed in patronising the loc 


presses in Orissa, he will no doubt confer a great boon on the people of tha 
province. 


The outstill system. 


An Ice Company in Cuttack. 


114. Referring to that part of the Government resolution on the 
iii ia Administration of the Salt Department 
mente ee Departs Bengal for 1882-83, in which the attentio 


Of the district authorities is drawn 1 < 
fact that the police oftentimes unnecessarily meddle with the affairs of salt 


traders, the same paper remarks that this is sound advice, and will, if follow 
in practice, benefit the salt manufacturers and contractors t» a great extent 
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115. The same paper takes the municipal authorities to task for their 
publishing municipal notices in the Uriye 
Government Gazette. The Editor would like to 
have these notices published in his own paper, 
and observes that the municipal authorities must not remain satisfied with 
merely publishing aotices in that Gazette, but should go about the town 
ascertaining the wishes, views, and objections of tax-payers before inviting 
them to examine the municipal budget. Referring to the Cuttack Muni- 
cipal budget for 1884-85, the editor remarks that the document illustrates 
the view which people take of municipalities, namely, that these institutions 
are growing more oppressive day by day. He is sorry to find that the items of 
expenditure under the heads of registration of births and deaths, light, dispen- 
sary, education, pound, watering roads, &c., have considerably increased, while 
those under the heads, construction of roads, repairs, water-supply, &c., have 
decreased. It appearg that those comforts that are less needed have been 
more looked after at the sacrifice of those that are more needed. There 
are many roads in the town that require metalling, and there are many dark 
lanes that require light but are neglected, while the large meadow in the 
cantonment is very well lighted. Certain items of expenditure are not clearly 
explained. ‘The whole budget is not such as may satisfy and please the 
ublic. 

116. We cull the following from the news and correspondence columns 
of this paper:—(l) Many houses were 
burnt down in Jajpore town in the Cuttack 
district; (2) a correspondent gives a touching account of the labours 
of ihe late Brahmo leader, Baboo Keshub Chunder Sen; (8) a vigorous 
poem from another correspondent contains a description of the Calcutta 
Exhibition. 

117. The Utkal Darpan, of the 20th January, mourns the loss of 
many lives by cholera in the Balasore town, 


and assigns bad ghee used in the preparae 
tion of eatables in guria (confectioner) shops as one of the causes of the 


disease. It therefore urges the local municipality to hold an examination 
of such articles of food. 

118. The same paper finds fault with the Balasore Municipality, and 
remarks thatthe sanitation of the town is not 
carefully looked after by anybody. The 
urinals are situated in the most inconvenient parts of the town and are not 
so much used by people coming from the mofussil as might have been 
expected. They therefore commit nuisance onthe roads. __ 

119. The same paper speaks highly of Baboo Shital Nath Bose, who 
Ths Deputy Magistrate Baboo Shital mains in charge of the station when the Dis- 

ach Bose, trict Collector goes out on tour. The Baboo, 

he remarks, has made himself very useful to the Balasore community by 
taking early steps to distribute cholera-pills among the patients. He 
has, moreover, says the editor, adopted measures to remove unwholesome 
articles of food from the local bazar. 

120. The same paper is very glad to notice that an Annuity Fund is 
going to be opened in the Postal Department 


4 from April next, and remarks that the Depart- 
Ment is going to be converted into a Kalapataru (giver of every thing). 


121. In connection with the National Fund opened in Calcutta under 
The National Fund, the auspices of Baboo Surendra Nath 
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January, 
National 


remarks that the National Fund is the only means by which 
grievances may be redressed. 


Banerjia, the Purusottam Patrikd, of the 21st 
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4122. The editor of the same oR hago 7 rt ee to an 
account of the life and labours of Bab 

ee Keshub Chunder Sen, the late Brahmo Inte 

123. We cull the following from the news columns of the same 

diiiitais paper :—(1) The health of the station is goo¢, 

— (2) rice is selling at the rate of 16 seers, 

rupee, (3) a fire broke out suddenly in a shop in the Pooree town on the 

14th of the current month, and destroyed a large amount of property, 
The neighbouring houses were miraculously saved. 
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